LETTER  TO   ERNEST   ESDAILE                                 129

It is exploitation, I will not say of the weaker nations by the
stronger, but of sister nations by sister nations. And nay funda-
mental objection to machinery rests on the fact that it is machi-
nery that has enabled these nations to exploit others. In itself it is
a wooden thing and can be turned to good purpose or bad. But it
is easily turned to a bad purpose as we know.

"Don't you think", said Mr. Desmond, "all these people here are over-
fed? How can we teach them to feed less?" Gandhiji said:

The force of circumstances. They are bound to realize one
of these days that England is not going to return to her old
prosperity. They must realize that many nations bid fair to divide
the spoils with them and, as soon as they do so, they will cut the
coat according to their cloth.

"This crisis therefore", said Mr. Desmond, with great emphasis, "is a great
thing, I have no doubt."

Young India, 22-10-1931

103.    LETTER TO ERNEST ESDAILE

88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE,

LONDON, W.,

October 9, 1931

DEAR  FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter.1 If Monday, the 19th inst., at
8 o'clock is convenient to you, I would gladly address the members
of the Club.

Tours sincerely^

ERNEST ESDAILE, ESQ,.
CONSTITUTIONAL CLUB
NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, W.C. 2

From a photostat* S N. 18045

1 The addressee in his letter of October 7 had requested Gandhiji to
speak at the Constitutional Club. He had also acknowledged an earlier letter
from Gandhiji, which, however, is not available.
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